Career in Review
Natasha Stott Despoja

Senator Natasha Stott Despoja entered the Senate on
November 30, 1995 as the youngest-ever woman to
enter the Federal Parliament (a record she hopes will be
broken soon). She made headlines for her Doc Martens
and her ability to make politics interesting and accessible
to young people through shows such as Good News
Week and The Panel.

She was elected as Deputy Leader of the Australian
Democrats two years later! and became Leader in April
2001 - the youngest leader of a political party in Australia.
Under her leadership, the Democrats achieved the
election of 4 Senators in 2001, despite the GST backlash;
a seat in the ACT Assembly in 2001 and a seat in South
Australia’s upper house in 2002. In August 2002, despite
maintaining strong grassroots support, she was forced

to resign as Leader when the majority of her Party Room

colleagues would not unite under her leadership.

Now the Democrats’ longest serving Senator, it is her
policy work and achievements during her parliamentary

career of which Senator Stott Despoja is most proud.







